John Thomas Mize
June 28, 1938 - December 11, 2020

John Thomas Mize, loving husband, father, and grandfather, passed away at the age of 82
on Friday, December 11, 2020, with his family by his side. John was born on June 28,
1938 in Atlanta, Georgia to John Franklin and Lottie (Pace) Mize. He attended O’Keefe
High School in Atlanta and college at Georgia Tech.
His career included a variety of jobs, all of which reflected his diverse interests. It all
began with his passion for books and owning a bookstore downtown. Then he was an
insurance broker, a real estate broker, owned a travel agency and led student tours to
New York City and Europe, and has been part of the North Gwinnett High School family
since the mid-1990s.
In October of 1973, John began dating Susan Lynn Koerner while on a charter trip with
mutual friends to Athens, Greece. After spending their first date dancing and smashing
plates with the locals and talking in a park until the sun came up, they knew it was meant
to be and were married on August 3, 1974. They raised two daughters, Heather and Holly.
John’s girls were the center of his world and he supported them in all their interests. He
was a Girl Scout troop co-leader, spent countless hours at the dance studio, spent
weekends picnicking or camping in the North Georgia mountains, coached softball,
cheered them on at swim meets, and mucked out a lot of horse stalls. When his girls
became more serious about horses, he bought a farm and enjoyed many years as a parttime farmer.
John’s family grew when Heather married Michael Korey in 2001. He was excited that
Heather found a loving and devoted husband, plus he finally had another male in the
family to talk about sports with. His heart grew when he became a grandfather, aka
“Peanut”, 13 years ago, to their son Alex. John loved when Alex would come up to the
farm on the weekends and ride the tractor around with him. They also shared a love of
North Georgia, so John and Susan, aka “G.G.”, would often pack a picnic and head up to
one of their favorite fishing spots. About 5 years ago Alex started playing golf and of
course John was right there with him.
John had not played in many years and his love for the game was quickly rekindled. He
was out on the course every chance he had, and Holly joined him from time to time. He
joined the Senior Golf League at Pine Hills Golf Club in Winder, GA and always looked

forward to his Tuesday and Thursday morning rounds of golf.
John was eager to experience life and appreciated every step of his journey. He was a
Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia Tech, he was a lifelong student of history, and his desire to
travel the world was undeniable. He and Susan loved traveling together and as soon as
their girls were old enough, they were always along for the ride. The family took every
opportunity to travel around the U.S. and across the world together. They were very
blessed to have had many incredible experiences and made innumerable beautiful
memories together. In total, John was able to visit 34 U.S. states and 39 countries and
territories, and he loved every second of it.
John was preceded in death by his father John Franklin, his mother Lottie, and his sister
Clara Harris. He is survived by his wife Susan, his daughters Heather and Holly, his sonin-law Mike, his grandson Alex, and his brother Walter. He is also very loved by Susan’s
sister Diane, her husband Dennis, their daughters Meredith and Megan, and their families.
John never met a stranger and he truly cherished all his family and friends. He often
spoke fondly of his North Gwinnett High School family, his golf buddies from Pine Hills
Golf Club, the alumni group from O’Keefe High School, and so many others he knew.
John specifically requested we not hold a traditional funeral service, but he would love
nothing more than for his friends and family to get together and celebrate his life. To share
infamous John Mize stories, please drop by the Duncan Creek Park pavilion (3700
Braselton Hwy, Dacula, GA 30019) between 3:00 to 5:00 pm this Friday, December 18,
2020.

Comments

“

As a former Student and graduate of North Gwinnett High School:
Mr. Mize was a very Beautiful person with a good heart. He was very caring and
looked out me for me. We had good conversations in the hallways and cafeteria. He
was a positive influence.
He will be missed.

Angelo - February 19, 2021 at 03:34 PM

“

Mr. Mize was a great friend, coworker and mentor. You will be truly miss here at
North Gwinnett. We want be able to have our long talks about the buses, sports, and
X-Man anymore. Please know you will be truly miss and never ever forgotten. Mr.
Mize was a man with a BIG HEART. RIP Mr. Mize

Harriett Stephens - December 18, 2020 at 07:23 AM

“

As a former student at North Gwinnett High School; he was the most kind, brightest, and
most beautiful soul you could ever meet.
We had talks in the commons about history, life lessons and my attendance to class. This
really saddens me.
The Lord God called him home early. Life is too too short. Cherish the time you have with
your loved ones.
He was a good man
Angelo J. Iafelice - December 23, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

John "Mr." Mize was such a joy and a light. His constant encouragement, warm
smile, and steady presence at North Gwinnett was a spur and comfort to me. He
embodied "family", though I surely did not know him as well as his family did. To his
family, thank you for sharing him with us. I'm a better man for having known John. Jason Cook, North Gwinnett c/o 2004.

Jason Cook - December 15, 2020 at 08:35 PM

“

This is Chris Culpepper. John Mize was a friend, a mentor, and an assistant to me for about
15 years at North Gwinnett. He loved working there in several roles. I was very fortunate to
have him assist me and North Gwinnett was fortunate to have a man that was loved by the
coaches, athletes, and other teachers and students. He was my primary source to make
good decisions for North Gwinnett activities. He was also my travel advisor and helped my
wife and I plan our trip to Europe. Thanks to his wonderful family for sharing him with us.
Chris Culpepper - December 16, 2020 at 03:13 PM

“

Quinton Still, President of Jug Tavern Senior Golf Association in Winder, GA. John was a
member of our association and lover to play golf and was a wonderful fellow to have on
your team. He was always in good spirts and made even a bad round good. John and I
spoke a lot on some days before the round of golf began. John will be missed at the
association play and our prayers go out to his family during their great lost.
Quinton - December 17, 2020 at 05:48 AM

“

Susan B. purchased a sympathy card for the family of John Thomas Mize.

Susan B. - December 15, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

John and I lived in the same building on Venable Street and attended O’Keefe High
at the same time. 50’s

Jean (Payne) Byrd - December 15, 2020 at 12:16 PM

