Nancy Chandler
June 5, 2017

Nancy Smith Chandler, 68, of Suwanee, passed away June 5, 2017 after a brave battle
with recent illness. Born on February 16, 1949 in Thomasville, Georgia to Franklin I. and
Doris Smith, Nancy was raised on a Georgia Centennial Family Farm in Coolidge. From
an early age, Nancy's dynamic personality was evident as she was both a beauty queen
and a 4H ribbon winner. After graduating from Thomasville Central High School in 1967,
Nancy attended the University of Georgia. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Home
Economics in 1970 and a Master of Education in 1971, and was a member of Kappa
Alpha Theta sorority. In Athens, she met the love of her life, Richard B. Chandler, Jr. and
they were married August 14, 1971. Nancy's career began as a State Staff Specialist with
the Georgia Cooperative Extension Service and she went on to be the Director of
Consumer Affairs for Colonial Food Stores. Rick and Nancy moved to Buford, Georgia in
1973. Nancy's passions were cooking, entertaining and giving back to the community and
people that she loved. In 1985 Gwinnett Magazine named her Caterer of the Year. Nancy
was a member of the 1998 Leadership Gwinnett class and recognized for her many years
of community service with the 1999 Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce Public Service
Award. Her commitment to the community extended to Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful,
Gwinnett County Revitalization Task Force and she was a champion of the Hi Hope
Service Center Annual Gala. Nancy was a 30 year member of the Stonehedge Garden
Club, was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and enjoyed her
friendships through her Buford Ladies Bridge Club and tennis teams over the years. Rick
and Nancy are members of Peachtree Road United Methodist Church in Atlanta and
affiliates of First Presbyterian Church in Highlands, North Carolina. She was a wonderful
wife, mother, grandmother, loving sister and aunt. Nancy was a friend to everyone and her
quick wit, jokes, zeal for life and contagious laughter will be missed tremendously.
Nancy is survived by her husband of 45 years, Rick, of Suwanee, Georgia; daughter and
son-in-law Elizabeth and James Bilton, grandchildren Caroline Bilton and James Bilton, Jr.
of Dallas, Texas; sisters Mary Jo Beverly of Thomasville, Georgia and Becky Enzor (Jim)
of Raleigh, North Carolina; nephews, nieces and great nephews. She was preceded in
death by her brother Stanley F. Smith and brother-in-law Ken Beverly.
A celebration of Nancy's life will be held on Friday, June 9, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. in the

Chapel of Flanigan Funeral Home with Rev. Curtis Fussell of First Presbyterian Church of
Highlands officiating. The family will receive friends at the funeral home on Thursday, June
8, 2017 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Nancy's burial will be private. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Nancy's memory can be made to Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful, Gwinnett
Medical Center Foundation, or the Hi-Hope Service Center. Arrangements by: Junior E.
Flanigan of Flanigan Funeral Home and Crematory, Buford, GA, 770-932-1133.

Comments

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Nancy and I went to school together from elementary
school thru high school we spent the night at each other's homes, were involved in
4H together and sometimes had crushes on the same boys. Her family was such a
blessing to me and I am so sorry I won't get to see her smiling face again here on
Earth. I know she is wrapped in her Mother's arms and in peace now with no more
suffering. I am keeping your family in my prayers.

Patricia Aycock Smith - June 27, 2017 at 12:00 AM
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“

My deepest sympathy.
Nancy was an inspiration to many; and always had a smile on her face greeting
everybody. She will be deeply missed. We use to play Bunco together.
Joan Myers

Joan Myers - June 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick and FamilyWe are so very sorry to hear about Nancy. We loved getting to know both of you on
our visits to Highlands with the Breedlove's. She was a character and we will
definitely SMILE when thinking of her! Love and prayers to you all
Harry and Carolyn Bagwell
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“

To the Chandler family, please accept our sincere condolences and sympathies as
you mourn the loss of your dear loved one. Almighty God is very near to those who
are heartbroken when death strikes. (Psalm 34:18) May you feel the love, strength,
help and comfort that God provides in His Word the Bible. (Psalm 94:17-19, 2
Corinthians 1:3,4)

Clements Family - June 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I offer my sympathy for your loss, Nancy. Knowing that the loss of a love one, the
pain is heart wrenching, I found comfort in the Bible promise for the future, Acts
24:15 speaks of a resurrection, a time when God will reunite us with our love one
again. I hope these words bring some comfort in this time of sorrow.

bj - June 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick, Elizabeth and family, We are so sad about Nancy's early death. . . My brother,
Joe Cheeley, described her
as the classic lady! The Willis' family knew Nancy and her family growing up in
Coolidge, GA. They were always good friends. Our prayers are with all of you and
your great loss. . . Tom and Dorothy C. Willis, Cleveland, GA

Dorothy Cheeley Willis - June 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick and Elizabeth: Please accept our sincere condolences during this time of grief
and sorrow. Nancy was a bright and shining star - a true lily in the valley. All our love
and sympathy. David and Sandra

David and Sandra Flint - June 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary Jo and Nancy's family - We were saddened to learn of Nancy's passing. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you.Nancy was a lovely and talented young woman
whom we knew in high school and she grew even more beautiful as a loving and
generous woman who shared her gifts not only with her family but also with her
community. God bless and strengthen you through this difficult time. Lynn & Hank

Lynn (Keadle) Clark & Hank Pepin - June 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Nancy's passing. Always a beautiful smile and a determined
spirit. She will be missed. Deepest sympathy.

Mary Ann Wood (Glancy Rehab) - June 08, 2017 at 12:00 AM
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“

To know Nancy, is to love Nancy....much like her sister, brother, and parents. She will
always hold a place in my heart as does everyone she loved. Taken way too soon.
Love you all! The Holmes Family, Dallas, TX

Carol and Matt Holmes - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Rick and family, you and yours have mine and anna's deepest symaphy. May
the lord have mercy and watch over you, during these times.

Eddie and Anna Marlowe - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I send my condolences to Mary Jo and to each member of Nancy's Family. May God
be with each of you in your time of grief. Bill Raiford

Bill Raiford - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick, so sorry for your loss. Lots of memories when the JArrett "girls" got together.
Nancy fit right in. Thinking of you at this hard time

Jackie Marlowe Brooks - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I went to school and graduated with Nancy. I will miss her
and so will the CHS class of 1967. Prayers for the entire family!!
Jarrell Baxley

Jarrell Baxley - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I am from Coolidge,knew Nancy here whole life. Our families were close,my children
swam in Smith pool many times. Persious memories.

Elaine Suber Durham - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick and Elizabeth.... so sorry to hear of your loss. Sending my sympathy with
prayers and love.

Jackie McElwee - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

We will remember Nancy for her vivacious energy and beautiful smile. Our sincere
thoughts and prayers at this difficult time of loss of wife, mother, grandmother, and
friend to all.
Love & Peace, Gary & Rita Bush

Rita Bush - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry for you loss. Know you will miss Nancy and have a tough period of
adjustment. Gayle and I wish each family member peace and comfort in knowing she
is no longer sick and is in a better place. God bless you all!

Keith Pugh - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick and Elizabeth, our prayers are with you and our hearts go out to you . We loved
Nancy so much and are still somewhat shocked. I can't begin to imagine life without
her. Nancy was so much more than a friend. She made such an impact on whatever
she was involved in. Nancy will never be forgotten and will live on in our hearts and
in this community that she loved. Our love to you, Keith and Suzan

Keith & Suzan - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick, Elizabeth, Mary Jo and Becky,
Sending deepest sympathy to all of Nancy's family.
Sincerely,
Tommie Indence

Tommie Stanfill Indence - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry for your loss Rick. You and your family will be in my prayers.
Diana Dean

Diana Dean - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick. I was so stunned to hear about Nancy. We haven't talked in a long time, but I
have thought of her many times over the years. We had some fun times during those
years we worked together and I have many wonderful memories. I am so very sorry
for your loss.
Claire Callaway

Claire Simpson Callaway - June 07, 2017 at 12:00 AM
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“

We are so sorry to hear of your loss.Nancy will be missed by everyone. She instilled
love and commitment in everything she touched.
She made the community better, and we all are blessed to have known her.
Rick, Elizabeth, and your precious family,may God bless you all with wonderful
memorie.
With love and sympathy,
Judy & Mark Waters

Judy & Mark Waters - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

On behalf of the Hi-Hope Family, I send our deepest sympathy and condolences to
the Chandler family. Hi-Hope was blessed to have benefited from Nancy's devotion
and talents over many years. She has left a legacy of service and support for so
many in our community and for that we are grateful.
With sympathy,
Susan Boland Butts, CEO
Hi-Hope Service Center

Susan Boland Butts - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Elizabeth and family,
My sincere condolences in the loss of your beautiful mother Nancy. We were Thetas
together, a couple of years apart, and I remember her well. She was an ambitious
and lovely person and I fondly am remembering some fun Theta days. I enjoyed
reading of all the many ways she blessed others in this life. She left a great legacy
for you and the family. May the Lord comfort you and remind you of many wonderful
memories in the days and years to come.
With love,
Berta Roddenbery Alston
UGA Theta ( 1965-1969 )

Berta Roddenbery Alston - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Our good times of fun, laughter, travel and adventure will never be forgotten..."we did
it all!"
You are leaving us all too soon... our thoughts are with Rick, Elizabeth and your
beautiful grandchildren..... God Bless!
Cheri & Jim Davis

Cheri & Jim Davis - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Nancy's passing. I always enjoyed visiting with her when she
came by Sugar Hill School in her pick up truck loaded with all sorts of gardening tools
and etc. She was a funny, beautiful, and special lady. Thinking of your family with
love and sympathy.
Mary Ann Wood

Mary Ann Wood - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Rick and Elizabeth,
We are so sorry for your loss. I have such fond memories of Nancy and your sweet
family. She put the needs of others first always and was an inspiration to all she met.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family during this most difficult time.
With love,
Susan and David Opferman

Susan Tansey-Opferman - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all the family. I grew up with from 1st grade to 12th. We had
some fun times during those years. I spoke to her a few weeks back about our
upcoming 50th class reunion and she was excited about coming and seeing
everyone. I could tell that she sounded somewhat winded when I spoke to her.I am
still in shock that she is gone. I know she will be waiting at heavens gate for our
heavenly reunion. Love you Nancy

Jackie Phinazee Roddenberry - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

It has been many years since I have seen Nancy, but so many memories growing up
in Coolidge. My thoughts and prayers are with the entire family. May you find peace
and comfort in the days ahead. May you find comfort in knowing so many care.
Prayers.

Linda Alligood Smith - June 06, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

What a wonderful, fun loving and highly energetic woman she was. We are so
fortunate to have known her and know she will be greatly missed. Rick, Elizabeth
and family you are in our prayers and will be in the days ahead.
Carl and Dianne Hall
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