Darby Johnson

October 4, 2013

Mr. Darby Johnson, age 89, of Cumming, GA passed away on Friday, October
4, 2013. He was the son of Dock Pullen Johnson and Claudine Williford born
March 29, 1924 in Atlanta, GA. His father had a good job as Manager of
Rodgers' Stores. The Depression came, and he lost his job and all his stock in
the company. They moved in with Dock's brother, John A. Johnson, of
Bowersville, GA where they ran a grocery store. Hard times caused the
people to ask for credit, and they did not have the heart to turn them down, so
they went bankrupt. The only thing they could do was to become "share
croppers." So Darby learned at an early age how to plow with a mule, hoe
gardens, pick cotton and help build a barn. He said his father sent him to town
with a wagon of watermelons to sell for five cents each. He graduated from
Royston High School in 1942 and worked for Kemper Insurance Company
after high school. He often mentioned the wonderful gift boxes from them
while he was in the Air Force. He joined the Army April 13, 1943 and was sent
to Georgia Tech to study radio to prepare him for Signal Corps. He served two
years in the European Theatre and was assigned to the United States Air
Corps. He participated in the Central Europe Campaign, Germany and
France. He was radio operator on C-47's and was awarded honorary wings
and was honorably discharged as Corporal on March 29, 1946. After service,
he worked as circulation district manager for The Atlanta Journal and
salesman for Libby's Baby Foods and Acacia Mutual Life Insurance Company.
He worked for Atlanta Lithograph Co. in 1950 and through the middle of 1951



and Foote and Davies 1951 until 1956. He studied and became a journeyman
in lithography and worked for Lithoplates from 1956 until 1958. He started his
own business, "Jolico Press." He had a slipped disc from lifting a heavy paper
cutter, was hospitalized, and that ended his business. He was a member of G.
C. I. U. (Graphic Communications International Union). He worked for Stein
Printing Company from 1958 until 1965 then back to Foote and Davies until
1986 when he retired. After retirement, he decided to build a house on Lake
Hartwell for his family's enjoyment. His great, great great grandfather, Daniel
Johnson, who came from Aberdeen, Scotland was one of the founders of the
town of Hartwell. After eight years on the lake, he decided to move to
Cumming, GA to be near his son, Wayne and granddaughter, Addyson. He
was a Mason and a member of the Panthersville Masonic Lodge. On May 2,
1947, he married Vera Elaine Overton at First Christian Church in Decatur,
GA; Rev. Roy Niager was Baptist official. From this marriage, they had David
Lyman Johnson and Wayne Pullen Johnson. David was born handicapped
and lived to be forty-seven. After his second son was born, he attended
Georgia State College evening school on the Gl Bill. He was preceded in
death by his son, David; his brother, Kenneth Johnson and his wife, Allene
Johnson, from Grayson, GA. After his father's, Dock Johnson's, death in 1954,
he decided to become a Mason. Mr. Johnson is survived by his wife, Elaine;
son, Wayne Pullen Johnson of Cumming, GA; granddaughter Addyson Elise
Johnson of Charleston, SC; sister in law and brother in law, Sydney and Jim
Bean of Lawrenceville, GA; nieces, Shelly DeWeese of Atlanta, GA, Sheryl
Johnson Cox and husband, Terry Cox of Loganville, GA, Suzanne Johnson
Dorminey and husband, David of Grayson, GA and Marcia Downey of Turlock,
CA; cousins, Ben and Gwen Johnson, Delano, TN, Warren Hawkins of
Acworth, GA, Gene Hawkins of Winter Park, FL, Gwen Williford and Gene
Watson of Lakemont, GA, and Ray and Joan Williford of Royston, GA; and
many nieces and nephews. He was a member of Buford First Baptist Church
and the "Upper Room" Sunday school class. He was a good Christian
husband, father and a hard worker. At one time, he worked with the RA's and



taught Sunday school. He will be greatly missed. Funeral service will be held
on Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at 12:00 noon in the Chapel of Flanigan Funeral
Home with Rev. Wayne Johnson officiating. Interment will follow at Nancy Hart
Memorial Park Cemetery, 1171 Royston Highway, Hartwell, GA 30643. The
family will receive friends at the funeral home on Monday from 5:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m. Flowers accepted or memorial donations made to First Baptist
Church of Buford, Benevolent Fund, in memory of Darby Johnson.
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Darby Johnson

November 08, 2022 at 07:37 PM

Dear Elaine:

| received your message late Sunday evening when | returned
home and was very sorry to hear the news of Darby's passing.
Barbara and | have you and the family in our thoughts and prayers.
We have too few individuals of the character and caliber of Darby in
the world as it is and he will be sorely missed by you, the family and
the community. Our prayer is that the Lord will enrich your lives with
pleasant memories and strengthen you for the days to come. "Do
you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day" (2
Samuel 3:38).

Tom & Barbara Seals

Tom & Barbara Seals - October 08, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Dear Elaine,

We were so sorry to hear about Darby's passing. He was a
wonderful man who loved the Lord. | don't think I've ever met a
more kind gracious gentleman than he.

God bless you. You'll be in our thoughts and prayers.

Love,

Warren and Sharon Hawkins

Warren & Sharon Hawkins - October 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM



We are so sorry to hear of Darby's death and wish we could be with
you at this time. Due to previous commitments we aren't available
tonight and tomorrow. Please know you are in our hearts and in our
prayers.

Al and Beth

Al and Beth Schilling - October 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM
So very sorry to hear of Darbys passing. He always spoke and such
a sweet smile on his face. Will be saying prayers for you Elaine and

family during this difficult time. With love, Sue & Earl

Sue and Earl Benson - October 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Gary, Jerry & Dan send our deepest sympathies Wayne. Although
we didn't know your Dad personally, we know you Wayne, and know
he must have been a great man. Your parents raised a wonderful
son and we are sure you are their shining light.

Gary, Jerry & Dan - October 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Dearest Elaine and Wayne,

We are so saddened to hear of Darby's passing. He was such a

kind and loving man and, though we didn't see "y'all" often enough,

living up here in the frozen tundra, we will miss him.

Love,
Janice and family

Janice Lindegard - October 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM



