
Esther Underwood Debsky
July 15, 1932 - June 15, 2020

In Loving Memory 
 

Esther May Underwood Debsky passed away on June 15, 2020 at the age of
87 years. She was born on July 15, 1932 to Charlotte (Rowe-Pentland) and
Elmer Underwood in California, Pennsylvania. Esther was predeceased by
her husband of 52 years, Joseph Debsky, and her brother, Bob Underwood,
and sister, Mary Jane Underwood Von Moss. She leaves behind her son,
Barry Joseph Debsky, from Little River, SC, daughter Diane Debsky Skuza
(Brian), from Flowery Branch, GA, and two grandchildren, Cameron Skuza,
and Kerry Skuza. 
She graduated in 1954 from Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) with a
Bachelor of Music Education Degree for teaching, grades Pre-K to12,
majoring in Piano and minoring in Organ. 

 Esther taught as a vocal music teacher at Elderton Joint School District in
1954-56 for 9 years and 6 years at Oakmont-Riverview School district. She
also worked as a substitute teacher and gave private piano and organ lessons
throughout this time. Esther worked as an organist at many churches,
including Elderton Presbyterian Church in Elderton, PA, Grace Presbyterian
Church in Kittanning, PA, Oakmont Presbyterian Church in Oakmont, PA,
Saint Stephens Episcopal church, North Myrtle Beach, SC (4 years), and Little
River United Methodist Church, Little River SC (25 years). Esther founded and



directed a women’s singing group, the “Barbershop Belles”, in Little River, SC,
for 8 years. Esther and Joe partnered to own and lead the “Gentlemen of
Swing” Dance Orchestra in the Myrtle Beach area for 10 years. A Memorial
Service will be held on Saturday, June 27, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at Little River
United Methodist Church in Little River, SC. 

 

Mrs. Debsky's family wants to share the contact information for a local florist in
the event friends want to send flowers: 

 https://www.budsandbloomsflowers.com 
 

Her family also includes information for donations in lieu of flowers to the
following organizations that were important to Mrs. Debsky: 

 

Little River United Methodist Church, SC. Esther was a member and organist
for 30+ years. https://lrumc.net 

 

NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Esther was treasurer and
advocate for many years. https://namicharlestonarea.org



Previous Events

Memorial Service

JUN 27. 10:00 AM (ET)

Little River United Methodist Church
Little River, SC



Tribute Wall



DS

November 08, 2022 at 07:37 PM

Esther Underwood Debsky

Diane Skuza - June 19, 2020 at 11:58 AM

Diane Skuza lit a candle in memory of Esther
Underwood Debsky

ME
Megan - June 28, 2020 at 08:54 PM

Diane, just heard about your mom. I am so sorry to hear of your loss.
My sympathy to you and your family. Megan Loeffler Hendrix
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Diane - December 21, 2024 at 02:51 PM

Thank you, Megan! I am sorry I did not see this comment. Diane
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Randy Smith - June 17, 2020 at 10:33 PM

It was a great joy and privilege for me to partner in ministry with
Esther for 8 years as pastor at Little River United Methodist Church,
Little River SC. She gladly and skillfully accommodated all that was
asked of her in her Music Ministry, while at the same time caring for
her husband, Joe, and watching over her son, Barry. I marveled in
particular at how carefully she selected her service music for
funerals: in physician-like fashion, she would "diagnose" the family's
need (acquaint herself with the particular context of the
bereavement) and then offer her music as a "prescription" for them.
My fondest hope at this point is that God has reserved her an organ
in the heavenly places which will be hers alone, so that no one ever
messes with the stops, etc., and no one ever treats it like it were
some kind of coffee table! Thank you Esther!

DS
Diane Skuza - June 19, 2020 at 07:05 AM

Thank you, Randy, my mother often spoke of you with high praise and
enjoyed working with you. Best regards, Diane

dorcas berg - June 17, 2020 at 11:24 AM

Esther was an exceptional person, organist, and friend! We in the
LRUMC choir all loved her and were so blessed to have known her!
Please know we are thinking of all of you! Dorcas and Charlie Berg


