
Howard Sidney Thrift
August 3, 1937 - November 27, 2022

Howard passed away peacefully in his sleep on November 27, 2022. He met
his Savior the Lord Jesus Christ and all who had preceded him in death as he
entered heaven. 

 Howard was born August 3, 1937, in Houston, Texas to Howard Sidney Thrift,
Jr. and Lucille Knighton Thrift. He had 1 brother and 1 sister who preceded
him in death. 

 He grew up in Aransas Pass where he attended High School. He was
bestowed the honor of Mr. Personality his Senior Year. He participated in
sports – swimming, football and track. He was proud of his swim team and
would brag that he almost made it to the Olympics. After High School, he
attended the University of Houston. 
Howard married Alys Louise Patrick on October 18, 1958, in Houston, Texas.
They had three daughters, twins Lisa Thrift Mobley and Lori Thrift Lake and
Julie Thrift Rodgers. 

 Howard began his working career with Metallic Building Company in Houston
working as an engineer in manufactured metal buildings. He and his family
were very active at Westbury Baptist Church where he served as a Deacon. 
He spent many hours fishing at Lake Conroe or hunting with his father and
brother in Colorado or West Texas. The house was filled with his many
trophies. 

 Howard and Alys moved to Austin in 1983 where he worked for a Construction
Company and then finished his career with Valic Insurance Company. 



After Alys passed away, Howard remarried Sandra Burchfield in March 9,
1996, in Austin, Texas. 

 They enjoyed traveling many places around the world and spending time with
friends and family. They were involved in many churches together in Austin
and Sugar Hill area. 

 Howard always had a green thumb and could grow anything. He had many
plants and flowers that he was proud of and his yard always looked so
beautiful year round. 

 Howard is survived by his wife, Sandy Thrift, Sugar Hill, Georgia; Daughters
Lisa Mobley, Frisco, Tx, Lori Lake, Houston, TX and Julie Rodgers, Austin,
TX; Stepsons Jim Burchfield, Atlanta, GA, Joe Burchfield, Atlanta, GA;
Stepdaughter Suzzanne Carr, Houston, TX. 

 He is also survived by numerous sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, brothers-in-
law and sister-in laws, Aunts, Uncles, and Cousins. 

 Howard was most proud of his 10 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 
 Howard will be remembered as a loving, patient, caring and funny man who

loved the Lord with all his heart. He was a great example of a Godly husband,
father and grandfather. He will be greatly missed by all who loved him but we
look forward to seeing him again one day. A Celebration of Life Service will be
held at 3:30 on Sunday, December 4, 2022 in the Chapel of Flanigan Funeral
Home, Buford, GA with Dr. Craig Dale officiating. Visitation will be held from
2:30 pm. to 3:30 p.m. prior to the Service at the Funeral Home. 

 In lieu of flowers, please make contributions to the building fund of Ivy Creek
Baptist Church.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 4. 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM (ET)

Flanigan Funeral Home
4400 South Lee Street
Buford, GA 30518

Celebration of Life Service

DEC 4. 3:30 PM.

Chapel of Flanigan Funeral Home
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Faisal - December 04, 2022 at 11:30 AM

Sending our sincere sympathy, Lori. Deepest sympathies as you
say goodbye to Howard. Our condolences at this difficult time, with
warm affection for you and your family.

Robert Thrift - December 04, 2022 at 06:52 AM

My name is Robert Thrift, a cousin to Buddy. As a young boy I
looked up to Buddy and his brother, Robert as though they were my
heroes. Buddy helped me with my first job following my freshman
year in college. Though, we have not been priveleged to see one
another, I still feel a big loss at hearing of his passing.

Quynh Tran - December 01, 2022 at 08:34 PM

I would like to send my heartfelt condolences
to your family. May Howard rest in peace in
the presence of our Heavenly Father.

Martha Hyatt Clark - November 30, 2022 at 03:22 PM

So many good memories of Howard and his family when we lived in
Westbury. Had lost track of the family the past few years. My
sincere sympathy. Martha Walker Clark, Kilgore TX
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Mark Thrift - November 30, 2022 at 09:15 AM

So sorry to hear about my first cousin “Buddy”! I didn’t get to be
around him much but the times I did left me with nothing but sweet
memories. My heart and my prayers go out to Lisa, Lori, Julie and
their families! You can’t measure a loss like this, it transcends
everything you’ve already been through in life. Nevertheless, the
memories of God’s grace and the gift your Daddy was will always
bring a smile to your face as you both look back and go forward! 

 Mark Thrift, Son of Robert A.Thrift Sr.

Ann Vest - November 29, 2022 at 09:41 PM

I was sadden to hear of the loss of Uncle Buddy! He always greeted
me with a hug and a smile. And he was always interested and took
the time to ask how I was doing. I have fund memories of the
holidays that will live in my heart forever. Continued prayers for my
cousins and his family. 
Love Ann Patrick Vest


