
Rachel Ann Harder Andersen
October 25, 1932 - May 2, 2026

Rachel Ann Harder Andersen of Flowery Branch, Georgia passed away
peacefully on May 2, 2026 at 93 years old. She was a woman with
unwavering faith in the Lord. 

Rachel was born in Hammond, Indiana, on October 25, 1932 to Henry Harder
and Edith Miller Harder and had an older sister, Grace. Her father was the
mayor of Munster, Indiana and her mother had a flower shop. She enjoyed
playing basketball and saxophone as a schoolgirl. At the age of 12 her family
moved to Pierson, Florida where she eventually met an aspiring aviator
Kenneth Andersen. Due to his persistent pursuit of her, and God affirming he
was the man she was supposed to marry, they wed on December 16, 1951. 

They were blessed with two children Kenneth “Dale” Andersen in 1954 and
Marilyn Gail Andersen in 1958. Rachel adored her children and the role of a
mother brought her immense joy. 

Kenneth was a fighter pilot in the Air Force and then became a captain with
Eastern Airlines. They spent the subsequent years living in places around the
U.S. such as Hampton, VA, Long Island, NY, Amarillo, TX, Marblehead, MS,
Snellville, GA, and many more places. They moved numerous times in their
marriage! Wherever they lived, they were faithful and active members of a
church. Rachel and Ken traveled all over the world, but especially loved



spending time in Sanibel and St Augustine, FL every year which became a
tradition with family and friends. 

Rachel was known for being a talented seamstress, loving to watercolor,
interior decorating, having a sweet tooth, staying up late watching Johnny
Carson, and her subtle sense of humor. She loved a not-too-challenging
puzzle and game nights with her friends. Her grandchildren looked forward to
sleepovers where Grandma would teach them how to play Gin Rummy, do art
projects, and cook their favorite breakfasts (usually French toast!). Rachel
was a faithful prayer warrior, committing to daily prayer for those she loved
and her country. She read through the Bible many times. How blessed a
family is to have a matriarch with that kind of character! 

She was a proud and devoted mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother.
Even into her late seventies, she devoted time to watching Tyler and Caitlin
and doing fun things with them like going to the zoo, the train museum, and
airports. She meant so much more to everyone she met than she ever knew.
Her quiet love spoke volumes! 

Rachel is survived by her loving husband of 74 years, Kenneth Roger
Andersen; her children Dale Andersen and his wife Debby, and Marilyn
Clements and her husband Talmadge. 

She is also survived by her grandchildren: Rachel Lovett and her husband
Jason, Ian Clements and his wife Abby, and Allison Clements and her
husband Nick; and her great-grandchildren, Tyler, Caitlin, Ethan, Nathan,
Anaya, Casey, Addison, Payton, and Holden. 

Rachel is preceded in death by her parents, Henry J. Harder and Edith M.
Harder; and her older sister, Grace Asbury. 



Rachel’s love, laughter, and lasting legacy will live on in the hearts of those
she touched. She will be dearly missed and forever remembered. 

A family graveside service will be held at a later date.
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Bokwon Lee - May 05 at 11:24 PM

The best grandma any child could ask for. I still remember how she
welcomed me as her grandchild, even though I was a complete
stranger. From her, I learned what it truly means to love and care for
others. Thank you, Rachel. Rest in peace—you will be deeply
missed.

Katherine Gee Terry - May 04 at 10:04 PM

Katherine Gee Terry lit a candle in memory of
Rachel Andersen
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Katherine Gee Terry - May 04 at 09:59 PM

I was Marilyn's first roommate at the University of West Georgia. We
didn't know each other before college but it wasn't long before we
found that we did, in fact, have much in common. Both of our
father's were airline Captains with Eastern Air Lines, both hired in
1957. We attended rival High Schools, each very close to each
other, same district, same county. While attending College, we
pledged the same sorority, Phi Mu. We were able to fly to
Pennsylvania and visit my dad and his new wife, a senior Eastern
flight attendant. We also flew to Daytona Beach for spring break,
while our friends living in our dorm had to make the 8 hour drive.
(some were jealous... it was a little over 1 hour flight for us 2 jet
setters!) Marilyn was my lifeline, my keeper of secrets, my partner n
crime! She loved her mom and dad and knew just how blessed she
was. And her parents showed her and Dale that love endures
through all life's challenges, the easy ones and the ones that only
make you stronger. Rest in Peace Rachel. I was blessed and
honored to know both you and your wonderful, kind, humble
husband and great airline pilot and thank you for having a daughter
who touched my life and made me a better person just by sharing
our crazy memories that only true friends can make.

Marilyn Clements - May 04 at 01:37 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall
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Carol Patterson - May 04 at 04:20 PM

Beautiful tribute to a beautiful lady. Rest in eternal peace sweet Rachel!

KT
Katherine Gee Terry - May 04 at 10:03 PM

What a beautiful smile! It was contagious

LR

Laura Rider - May 06 at 11:26 AM

She was my neighbor, friend and fellow church member.! I became
very fond of Ken and Barbie (that's what I called her. Ken & Barbie! We
will miss her so much! 

 Bob and Laura Rider


