
William Robert "Bob" Preston (Cdr.,
USN Ret.)
May 29, 2017

William Robert "Bob" Preston, (Cdr., USN Ret.), born September 15, 1922 to the parents
of William Thomas Preston and Florence Ella Elsea, passed away peacefully on Memorial
Day, May 29, 2017 at Peachtree Christian Hospice. He was predeceased by his loving
bride of 70 years, Norma June Preston, and son, Kerry Michael Preston. He leaves behind
his daughter, Leanna G. Brown, Sugar Hill; granddaughters, Ashley R. Walter (Michael
Walter), Sugar Hill; Amy M. Turner (Nathaniel Turner), Powder Springs; Erin Preston
McCullough (Travis McCullough) Gainesville, Florida; Corey A. Preston, Land O'Lakes,
Florida; four great-grandchildren, Preston Michael Walter, Kenneth Grant Walter,
Emmaline Grace Turner and Caroline Joy Turner. After losing both parents as a teenager,
Mr. Preston decided upon a career in the United States Navy. He has always been fiercely
proud of his country and served honorably for almost 28 years before retiring as a
Commander. He earned his wings in 1944, the day before marrying his childhood bride in
Pensacola, Florida. He served as a pilot at the end of WWII and the Korean War, and their
travels took them to California, Hawaii, Washington D.C., Rhode Island, Okinawa,
Tennessee and Orlando, Florida. After retirement from the Navy, Mr. Preston became the
Director of Financial Services at Winter Park Memorial Hospital, Winter Park, Florida and
retired from there in the late eighties. While he was most proud of his service to his
country, his family remembers him as a loving husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather who devoted his life to loving, serving and protecting his family. He was
devoted to the United Methodist Church, having joined Buford First UMC when he and
Norma moved to Georgia to be with family in 2009. His interests included golf, bridge,
bowling, reading, sports, and, politics, and he remained physically active well into his early
nineties. A Celebration of Life Service will be held at Buford 1st UMC, Buford, GA, on
Friday, June 2 at 11:00 a.m. with Military Honors, and with a reception immediately
following in the fellowship hall of the new Christian Life Center. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Buford First United Methodist Church, Building Fund, P.O.
Box 329, Buford, GA 30515-0329 in memory of Bob Preston.



Tribute Wall



SM

DD

DD

JP

November 08, 2022 at 07:37 PM

William Robert "Bob" Preston (Cdr., USN Ret.)

Sue Monti - November 21, 2020 at 12:16 AM

I worked with Bob at Central Florida Regional Hospital in the late 80’s. He was
one of the finest men I’ve ever known. I was thinking of him recently so searched
his name. I’m sad to learn he passed over 3 years ago. His love for Norma and
his family is one of the many reasons I respected & admired him. I’m sad I did not
keep in touch through the years. Bob was a true mentor and gave me invaluable
guidance. At lunch with a group of us he would always ask if we had read an
article he saw in the newspaper that morning. It was a standing chuckle when I
would say “Bob you know I’m busy raising little girls and have no time for
newspaper reading”! He always shared that he and Norma read the paper on the
patio while having coffee every morning. Now that I’m older and have time to
enjoy coffee on the patio I think of Bob and say “Bob I’m finally experiencing what
you always spoke of and it’s wonderful”. Rest In Peace my ole friend as I know
you and Norma and happy together again. You were one of a kind. 

Dana Deak - June 05, 2017 at 12:00 AM

May God bless and hold you and your family in His loving arms during this difficult
time. Your father sounded like an amazing man. May he rest in peace.
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Junior & Marilee Pavik - June 04, 2017 at 12:00 AM

It was a joy to know Bob and Norma. In your grief may your memories bring you
peace. 
 
I will never forget you bringing lunch for the bridge group so we could celebrate
their 70th wedding anniversary with them.
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It was a joy to know Bob and Norma. In your grief may your memories bring you
peace. 
 
I will never forget you bringing lunch for the bridge group so we could celebrate
their 70th wedding anniversary with them.

Denise Enloe - June 02, 2017 at 12:00 AM

An honorable man and wonderful life. May he rest in peace and everlasting joy.
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